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The

On February 5th, dozens of students, parents and teachers sacrificed
their Superbowl prep time and joined us in Chinatown to celebrate
The Year of the Rooster by marching in the Chicago Chinese New
Year Parade. The weather was warm and the sun was out as
thousands of spectators gathered to watch the colorful parade!

UPCOMING EVENTS
•••
April 12
7:00pm Yellow River Dance
Performance @ BHS
Auditorium
April 23
12:30 pm BCIC Special
Showing of Disney’s “Born
in China” @ AMC South
Barrington 30
April 25
7:00 pm BCIC General
Meeting @ Barrington Area
Library Zimmerman Room

YELLOW RIVER DANCE PERFORMANCE
On Wednesday, April 12th at 7:00pm, the Yellow River
Performing Arts (YRPA) group will be performing at the
Barrington High School Auditorium. The event is free for all, so
bring your friends and family!
YRPA is a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting cultural
exchange between the United States and China through music,
song, and dance. These Chinese artists and musicians wanted to be
able to assimilate to
American culture while
also being able to express
and educate others about
their Chinese heritage
through music, cultural
dance and martial arts.
YRPA
performed
in
Barrington back in 2015,
and we are very excited to
welcome them back this
year!

May 5
7:00pm Chinese Immersion
Parent’s Night Out @
McGonigal’s
May 18
6:00pm Chinese Immersion
Potluck Dinner @ Barbara
Rose Elementary School

Contact Us:
Barrington Chinese Immersion
Council
PO Box 283
Barrington, IL 60011
bcic220@gmail.com
www.bcic220.org

JOIN US FOR DISNEY’S “BORN IN CHINA”
In honor of Earth Day 2017, we are overjoyed to present a special
viewing of Disneynature’s “Born in China” at AMC South Barrington
30 on Sunday, April 23 at 12:30 pm. This stunning film, which
follows three special families (a panda, snow leopard, and golden
monkey) over time, captures intimate and remarkable family moments
that will feed souls young and old.
BCIC has reserved the whole theater for this showing at AMC so mark
your calendars for this special family outing, and plan to bring friends
and grandparents.
Tickets for the show are $5 each and BCIC would appreciate a
matching donation of $5. For this showing, Disneynature will donate
some of its proceeds to the World Wildlife Fund to protect Pandas and
Snow Leopards in their natural habitats and BCIC will apply all
proceeds to plant gardens at our local schools and purchase a beautiful
Chinese Dragon for use at parades and rallies.
Tickets can be purchased at: www.bcic220.org/born-in-china

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT

My name is Mary Wei
Weerts. I am the 6th grade
Chinese Immersion teacher
at Station Middle School.
This is my 15th year of
teaching. After teaching the
Chinese
language
to
kindergarten
through
8th graders at the public
school level for 9 years, I fell
in love with immersion
learning this passion led me
to Barrington, where I helped
to
start
our
Chinese
immersion program. It has

been 6 wonderful years of
teaching and learning here in
Barrington. The results are
very
rewarding
for
both
students and teachers. Words
cannot describe how grateful I
feel that our district brings
such a gift to our students in
and
I
look
forward
to
supporting the program for
many years to come.
I grew up in Northern China,
and moved to Chicago 24 years
ago. After settling down and
discovering my passion of
working with kids, I studied
and gained a Masters of Art in
curriculum leadership from
UIC in both elementary and
middle school, as well as a
Masters in gifted education,
and SEL (social and emotion
learning) from Aurora U.
Recently, I visited some of our
immersion classrooms, and it

was amazing to see how well
our students from all the
grades are able to listen, speak,
read and write Chinese. From
the bottom of my heart, I thank
all our teachers, families and
school personnel for their
support and encouragement.
Without all of you, my dream of
a Chinese Immersion program
would not have bloomed and
bear these wonderful fruits.
My vision has been to see all of
our
students
not
only
mastering
their
Chinese
language, but also bringing
open
minds
and
culture
appreciation into their lives
beyond their high school study.

